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Rocco Cavaliere is a partner and vice chair of the Firm's Bankruptcy & Corporate 
Restructuring Practice. Rocco is an advocate for distressed companies and high-net-worth 
individuals in their most perilous times, helping them preserve enterprise value, restructure 
their obligations and achieve other objectives. He devotes a large part of his practice to 
representing clients that need workouts or bankruptcy relief. He also often represents 
creditor committees, unsecured creditors, secured creditors, landlords, license parties, 
shareholders and corporate officers and directors, and other parties in interest, in 
protecting their rights and preserving value in a bankruptcy case or in an out-of-court 
restructuring.

When a Chapter 7 or Chapter 11 case is commenced, it is common for debtors in 
possession or trustees to investigate the reasons which led to the bankruptcy filing and 
then possibly pursue litigation against third parties that may be blamed for the debtor’s 
demise. Rocco is often called on by Chapter 7 trustees and other estate representatives to 
assist in such investigations and commence lawsuits when the pursuit of claims may 
benefit the bankruptcy estate. Rocco also has significant experience representing 
defendants in bankruptcy court adversary proceedings, involving many causes of action 
such as fraudulent and preferential transfers, equitable subordination, turnover, and 
breach of fiduciary duty and related director and officer claims.

Rocco is a mediator on the Mediator Panels for the Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of New York, Eastern District of New York and the District of New Jersey. Rocco 
has successfully mediated numerous matters over several years.  In this role, he applies 
his extensive experience in contentious bankruptcy matters to a mediation context to help 
other parties achieve a successful and cost-effective settlement of their own legal 
disputes.

Distressed situations also create opportunities for parties to purchase a debtor company’s 
assets, including real estate, in a section 363 sale or through a plan of reorganization. 
Rocco regularly represents purchasers in all aspects of a sale transaction (including “loan 
to own” scenarios) in a bankruptcy case and in out-of-court workouts.

Prior to joining the Firm, Rocco received his legal training as an associate in the Business 
Restructuring and Bankruptcy Department of Blank Rome. In January 2017, Rocco was 
named co-chair of the New York County Lawyers’ Association’s Bankruptcy Law 
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Committee.

Education

• St. John's University (B.S.)

• Brooklyn Law School (J.D.)

Bar Admissions

• New York

• New Jersey

• U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey

• U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York

• U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York

• U.S. District Court for the Western District of New York

Languages

• Italian

Professional Affiliations

• Past Chair of the NYCLA Bankruptcy Law Committee

• American Bankruptcy Institute

• New York Institute of Credit

• New York County Lawyers Association, co-chair of Bankruptcy Law Committee

• Turnaround Management Organization

Awards & Honors

• New York Super Lawyers, 2016-2025

• New York Super Lawyers "Rising Star," Bankruptcy, 2011-2015

Community Involvement

• Assists debtors on a pro bono basis through the New York City Bar’s Consumer 
Bankruptcy Project

• Member of Order Sons of Italy in America, the largest organization of Americans of 
Italian heritage in the United States

Insights
February 25, 2026
Purchasing Distressed Assets, Including Businesses, Real Estate, and Litigation 
Claims, Through the Bankruptcy Process

September 25, 2025
Bidding Requirements in Popular Brooklyn Hot-Spot up for Sale in Chapter 11 
Bankruptcy Case



April 9, 2025
The Supreme Court Limits A Trustee’s Rights To Recover Fraudulent Transfers 
Against The Internal Revenue Service

May 30, 2019
Mission Accomplished: U.S. Supreme Court Favors Protection of Trademark 
Licensee After Bankruptcy Court Rejection of Trademark License

May 30, 2019
Mission Accomplished: U.S. Supreme Court Favors Protection of Trademark 
Licensee After Bankruptcy Court Rejection of Trademark License

March 15, 2019
U.S. Supreme Court Currently Considering Impact of Rejection of Trademark 
Licenses in Bankruptcy Cases

June 18, 2018
Defeating Settling Party’s Effort to Use Preference Law to Void a Bankruptcy Court 
Settlement

November 21, 2017
Rocco Cavaliere Selected for the Lexis Practice Advisor’s Expert Panel

March 24, 2017
Rocco Cavaliere and Arthur Goldstein Attend New York County Lawyers' 
Association Reception Honoring Judges
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